
 

 

SDC, Danish Office  
Niels Jensens Vej 2  
8000 Aarhus C 

 

Meeting on 9th December 2024, 10.00-13.00 

University of Copenhagen 

55th meeting of the Danish Board of SDC 
 

Present: Henrik C. Wegener (Chairman, KU), Rasmus Antoft (AAU), Morten Frederiksen 

(RUC), Helle Waagepetersen (SDU), Jakob Fritz Hansen (DTU), Martin Jes Iversen (CBS), 
Kristine Kilså (AU), Morten Laugesen (SDC), Gert Jørgensen (SDC) 

Absent with notice: Georg Dam Steffensen (ITU) 

 

Minutes 

  

1. Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved. 

 

2. Announcements from the SDC-director 
Morten Laugesen informed the board about various issues of relevance for SDC: 

 

Denmark’s newly appointed ambassador to China visited SDC in late November. The visit 

was very productive and confirmed the strong cooperation between SDC and the em-

bassy. 

 

The Danish Minister of Higher Education and Science will visit China in January 2025 to 

meet with and sign MoUs with the Chinese Ministry of Science & Technology and the 

Chinese Ministry of Education. The minister will also visit SDC. 

 

SDC students from cohorts 2023 and 2024 are still waiting for a decision from UFM re-

garding SU. The Danish SDC office has ensured that available online information about 

the location of the SDC programs is correct and once again informed relevant personnel 

at the universities to align their future communication with students and applicants. All 

SDC MSc students must stay in China for their entire period of studies (two years). 

 

The Chinese government has introduced visa exemption for F-type visa to China which 

means Danish SDC teachers and researchers can now travel to China for up to 30 days 

without applying for visa.  

 

DTU and UFM reached an agreement on SDC in mid-autumn, Jakob Fritz Hansen briefed 

the board about the details.  
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In 2025, Denmark and China celebrate 75 years of diplomatic relations. Among the many 

events expected to mark this during the coming months, the Danish Chinese Business 

Forum has invited the SDC-board members for a reception in May. 

 

3. Report on 2024 and focal points for 2025 
Morten Laugesen reflected briefly on the most important achievements in 2024 and out-

lined a few important focal points for 2025. 

 

In May 2024, the first SDC Symposium since the pandemic took place in Denmark 

(Holte) under the title “Towards Green Transition”. More than 100 Danish and Chinese 

SDC teachers and researchers participated in the 2-day event. In connection with the 

symposium the annual JMC-meeting was conducted. JMC supported the directors’ rec-

ommendation to align SDC’s academic activities with the Green Joint Work Programme 

and stressed the importance of establishing an Industry Advisory Board. 

 

In 2024, SDC in Beijing hosted many academic activities, including Corporate Innovation 

Days and Life-Science Days with participants from numerous private companies. All in all, 

SDC’s activities are back to pre-pandemic level. 

 

The Danish SDC-office has, and will continue to, allocate many resources to recruitment 

of students for SDC’s MSc programs. In general, there is good collaboration with the uni-

versities and SDC is present at many recruitment events. 

  

In 2025, SDC plans to conduct an employment survey among all SDC alumni since the 

first cohort in 2012 to document where our graduates find employment.  

 

Finally, Morten Laugesen addressed the need for a more comprehensive quality review 

of some of the SDC MSc programs to assure that these are attractive for students and 

reflect the alignment of SDC’s activities with the Green Joint Work Programme. The board 

supported such an initiative.  

 

4. Economy: Approval of budget 2025 and briefing on Forecast 3, 2024 
Morten Laugesen presented the figures for forecast 3. The board took note of the infor-

mation. 
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Morten Laugesen presented the budget for 2025 and informed the board of the reasons 

for the budget framework being adjusted since the last board meeting in June. The up-

dated principles for compensation to the Danish universities were also presented and 

discussed.  

 

With little expectation that a more flexible educational framework can be introduced soon, 

the budget for 2025 and onwards also reflects a more realistic expectation on the num-

ber of Danish and international students recruited in the years to come. 

  

The board took note of the information and approved the budget for 2025 and the re-

vised principles for compensation to the Danish universities. 

 

5. Industry Advisory Board (IAB) 
Morten Laugesen informed the board of the decision by JMC in May to establish SDC’s 

IAB and explained why earlier attempts have been unsuccessful. 

 

A draft of Terms of Reference for SDC’s IAB was presented and briefly discussed. The 

board supported the suggestion to establish IAB with Danish representatives located in 

China and to conduct annual IAB-meetings in connection with the board’s meetings in 

China, the annual JMC-meeting and SDC’s Graduation Ceremony in late-June. 

 

6. Any other business 
Nothing 


