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Meeting on 13" March 2025, 10.00-13.00 Minutes
University of Copenhagen
56th meeting of the Danish Board of SDC

Present: Rasmus Antoft (AAU), Helle Waagepetersen (SDU), Andreas de Neergaard (IKU),
Morten Frederiksen (RUC), JaRob Fritz Hansen (DTU), Seren HvidRjaer (CBS), Kristine
Kilsa (AU), Morten Laugesen (SDC), Gert Jargensen (SDC)

Absent with notice: Georg Dam Steffensen (ITU)

As vice-chair Rasmus Antoft presided over the meeting and welcomed Andreas de
Neergaard and Sagren HvidRjaer as new board members.

1. Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved.

2. Election of chair
Rasmus Antoft was elected chair of the board and Helle Waagepetersen was elected
vice-chair.

3. Announcements from the SDC Director
Morten Laugesen informed the board about various issues of relevance for SDC:

Danish Minister of Higher Education and Science visited SDC

The Danish Minister of Higher Education and Science visited China and SDC in January
together with a delegation from the universities. Two MoU were signed during the visit in
China: One with the Chinese Ministry of Science & Technology and one with the Chinese
Ministry of Education. Both MoU are aligned with the Green Joint Work Programme.

The overall impression from the Minister’s visit to SDC was positive. There was great in-
terest in the collaboration and an open and constructive discussion on how to recruit
more students from the Danish side.

UCAS Rules and Regulations for International Students
UCAS will draft a new version of it Rules and Regulations-handbook soon. The Danish
SDC office has requested UCAS to approve it before being presented to the students.

Flexibility for SDC MSc students

The Danish SDC office and the Danish Ministry of Higher Education and Science is work-
ing on a model to allow more flexibility for students on the 2024-cohort. If the model is

SDC, Danish Office
/ Dalgas Avenue 4, 5th floor
8000 Aarhus C



implemented, students form the 2024-cohort may spend up to one semester outside
China during their 2™ year of study (although not at a Danish university).

Nano Plastic Recycling

Two Danish professors are interested in establishing collaboration with Chinese partners
on plastic recycling. Several CAS Institutes have been identified as potential partners. The
initiative falls nicely within the framework of the Green Joint Work Programme if realized.

SDC Industry Advisory Board (IAB)

Several Danish candidates for SDC's Industry Advisory Board have left China recently or
announced they will leave China in the coming months. A list of candidates will, however,
be presented to JMC for approval at the meeting in June.

SDC Ideathon 2025
More than 200 participants enjoyed two days of interdisciplinary collaboration focusing
on UN's SDGs. The event will be organized annually in the SDC Building.

Application numbers 2025

Overall, the number of Danish and international applicants has increased almost 20 pct.
compared to 2024. The share of Danish applicants is slightly lower compared to last
year's numbers. Applicants are currently being screened with those meeting the applica-
tion requirements being offered a place at SDC in late March/early April.

4. Economy: Approval of annual accounts 2024 and briefing on Forecast
12025

Morten Laugesen presented the annual accounts for 2024 and forecast 1 for 2025. The
annual accounts for 2024 falls close to the budget for 2024,

The board approved the annual accounts for 2024, and toke note of Forecast 1, 2025.

The board invited Morten Laugesen to present more detailed information about the out-
come of SDC's PhD funding scheme at the next meeting in June.

5. Agenda for the meeting in Joint Managerial Committee (JMC)

Morten Laugesen briefed the board on the suggested agenda for this year's JMC meeting
which will focus on the Green Joint Work Programme, present the findings from the SDC
alumni employment survey 2025, and introduce candidates for the Industry Advisory
Board.

The board discussed the suggested agenda and agreed on it.
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6. Self-evaluation of the board
The board discussed the results of the self-evaluation which reflect an overall satisfaction
with the support provided before and after meetings by the Danish SDC office.

The board agreed that the number of annual meetings is appropriate and to continue the
tradition of having the June meeting at SDC in Beijing (with the possibility of online partic-
ipation). Future meetings will take place at AAU in Kgbenhavn.

It was suggested that some board meetings could have a thematic focus'.

Finally, the board asked that a short summary (bullet points listing the most important
taRe-aways/decisions) is prepared after each meeting for the board members to com-
municate to relevant stakeholders at their institutions.

7. Any other business
Nothing
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