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Meeting on 12t December 2023, 11.00-14.00 Minutes
University of Copenhagen
52nd meeting of the Danish Board of SDC

Present: Henrik C. Wegener (Chairman, IKU), Rasmus Antoft (AAU), Morten Frederiksen
(RUC), Georg Dam Steffensen (ITU), Martin Jes lversen (CBS), Helle Waagepetersen
(SDU), Jakob Fritz Hansen (DTU), Morten Laugesen (SDC), Gert Jergensen (SDC)

1. Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved with one more item as Director MiRRel Leihardt from the Dan-
ish Agency for Higher Education and Science (UFS) had been invited to attend the meet-
ing to inform the board about various issues related to the future of SDC.

2. Briefing from Director MikRRel Leihardt

MiRRel Leihardt informed the board about the outcome of the dialogue between UFS and
DTU. An agreement had been reached with the board of DTU allowing the partners more
time to find a permanent solution to DTU’s request. The Danish universities’ financial con-
tribution to SDC will be suspended in 2024 and covered by SDC's savings.

MiRRel Leihardt informed the board about the memo on new initiatives for SDC recently
approved by the Minister of Higher Education and Science. UFS attaches great im-
portance to SDC and is dedicated to secure a sustainable platform for future collabora-
tion in alignment with the Sino-Danish Green Joint Work Programme and the decisions
by the Danish Rectors’ Conference. UFS will initiate a process to identify specific pro-
posals for actions before the planned JMC meeting in late May 2024. The board wel-
comed the briefing and the support from UFS and stressed the importance of involving
all relevant parties as soon as possible to improve the possibility of a successful transfor-
mation.

3. SDC PhD collaboration

Morten Laugesen briefed the board on the SDC PhD collaboration. Despite a strong fo-
cus to strengthen collaboration on PhD projects and integrate these into existing re-
search collaboration, the number of Danish and Chinese PhD students obtaining double
degrees is very low. Lately, it has become more difficult for PhD students to fulfil the vari-
ous requirements from both UCAS and Danish graduate schools and there is a growing
mismatch between the resources invested and the number of Danish and Chinese PhD
students qualifying for double degrees. Based on this, Morten Laugesen suggested that
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but left as an option for individual PhD students to pursue if possible. —

The board supported the suggestion and agreed that a mandatory double degree agree-
ment should no longer be a requirement for co-financing Danish PhD projects.

4. Report on 2023

Morten Laugesen briefed the board about significant SDC achievements in 2023. The
year was positively affected by the reopening of China and the return of Danish students
and teachers to the SDC-building. The inauguration of the apartments in the SDC Build-
ing in late October marked a milestone.

In general, there was much focus in 2023 on reestablishing relations with various part-
ners in China, not only UCAS and CAS, but also with the Danish embassy, ICDK, DCCC as
well as companies and organizations. In DenmarR, the Danish SDC-office has worked
closely together with the Danish universities to marketize SDC and recruit students.

The board toke note of the briefing.

5. Focal points for 2024

Morten Laugesen informed the board about plans for the coming year. There will be a
continuous strong focus on recruitment of Danish students together with the Danish uni-
versities. Following Director MiRRel Leihardt's briefing on a possible new future frame-
worR for SDC, Morten Laugesen foresees many administrative resources will have to be
allocated for this task.

The board toke note of the briefing.

6. Economy - FC3 2023 and Budget 2024

Morten Laugesen briefed the board about the forecast for 2023 and presented the
budget for 2024.

The board toRe note of the briefing and approved the budget for 2024 with the amend-
ment that UFS should notify the Danish universities in writing about the decision to sus-
pend the financial contribution from the universities in 2024. The board asked the Direc-
tor to forward this request to UFS.

7. Any other business
Martin Jes Iversen informed the board that CBS will offer a summer school on ESG at
SDC in 2024 given a satisfying number of sign-ups. The board welcomed the activity.
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The board discussed the planned board meeting in China in June 2024 and agreed that Page 3/3
the meeting should still be located in Beijing despite the planned JMC meeting in Den- —
marR in late May 2024. The Director will start planning the meeting accordingly.



